Abstract: Tinea capitis is the most common fungal infection in children. The identification of the etiologic agent helps clinicians make their therapeutic choice. Studies conducted in different countries show a changing pattern of the main etiological agents according to their regions. We performed a retrospective study in the tertiary public service in São Paulo, analyzing the isolated etiological agents in patients with tinea capitis from March 2013 to May 2015. Microsporum canis was the main agent (56.6%), followed by Trichophyton tonsurans (36.6%). Despite recent migratory movements in the city, we observed no change in the causative agent of tinea capitis. Keywords: Epidemiology; Microsporum; Mycoses; Tinea capitis; Trichophyton Dermatophytoses are superficial cutaneous mycoses caused by dermatophytes that can also be called tinea. These fungi use keratin of the skin, hair, or nails as a substrate. The species that live in the soil occasionally infect humans and are called geophilic; the zoophilic species parasitize animals and rarely infect humans; anthropophilic species preferably parasitize humans. Tinea capitis usually affects children under 12 years of age and peak incidence is observed at 3-7 years of age. It may be clinically classified as microsporic (characterized by a single lesion caused preferably by zoophilic and geophilic dermatophytes) or trichophytic (characterized by multiple lesions and usually caused by anthropophilic dermatophytes).
Dermatophytoses are superficial cutaneous mycoses caused by dermatophytes that can also be called tinea. These fungi use keratin of the skin, hair, or nails as a substrate. The species that live in the soil occasionally infect humans and are called geophilic; the zoophilic species parasitize animals and rarely infect humans; anthropophilic species preferably parasitize humans. Tinea capitis usually affects children under 12 years of age and peak incidence is observed at 3-7 years of age. It may be clinically classified as mi- In recent years, a change has been described in the incidence of major causative agents of tinea capitis in Europe and the United States. 4 Zoophilic agents were of great importance in these regions and represented the main causal agents of fungal infections of the scalp; currently, anthropophilic fungi are the most common species isolated from tinea capitis, especially in large cities with immigrants coming from Africa and the Caribbean. 5 We conducted a retrospective study at our dermatology 
